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A change of year and a 
change in fortunes? 
If anything, 2002 began with over-eager 
anticipation. The market was showing a 
few signs of an upturn. But as they say 
'one swallow does not a summer make'. 
And so it proved to be. By year-end nearly 
everyone was still casting around for 
cheerier prospects. 
Thus we can hardly dare to predict better 
things are ahead this year. It is not all 
gloom, however, and sales of quite a few 
Ill-V-based components are enjoying 
respectable business. While not as spec- 
tacular as they were in the telecoms 
boom, they are in themselves ensuring a 
lot of companies stay operational. 
The inaugural issue of 2o03 brings a fine 
blend of features. These deal with opto 
and RFIC markets which will continue to 
be the two main revenue streams for the 
compound semiconductor industry for 
quite a long time to come. 
Readjusting 
As you  wi l l  read in these  pages ,  s ince our  
f inal  issue for  2002,  some in t r igu ing  events  
have  t ransp i red .  Read jus tments  and 
rea l ignments  ra ther  than  company clo- 
sures seem to be the order  o f  the  day. 
Examples  o f  these  t rends  inc lude  Tr iQuint  
Semiconductors  and Agere  in te lecoms and 
Nichia hav ing  made set t lements  w i th  for- 
mer  r ivals  for  shor t  wave length  emi t ters .  
Scand ianav ian  compan ies  cont inue  to p lay  
mus ica l  chairs  w i th  Nor th l ight  Opt ron ics  
acqu i r ing  Er icsson's  Optoe lec t ron ics  busi -  
ness. In 2002,  Er icsson passed  on its 
mic roe lec t ron ics  bus iness  to  In f ineon.  
There is some good news  to  be had if  you  
know where  to  look .  In I I I -n i t r ide  LEDs, 
g rowth  in handset  and automot ive  m ' ~, 
has  g iven  Cree a record quar ter .  Not  
has LED revenue increased over  the  
quar ter  so have  un i t  sh ipments .  Cree 
that  its LED quar ter ly  sh ipment  vo lur  
were  at the  h ighest  level  in its histor '  
These  and  other  news  l ike th is  are ir 
l i ve  o f  compan ies '  des i re  and oppor  
to  ad jus t  respect ive  bus iness  strate,L 
prepare  for  market  growth  p ick ing  u 
you  wi l l  read in th is  issue re focus in~ 
d ivers i fy ing  are key  t rends  in compa 
s t ra teg ies  not  on ly  in opto  but  a lso  i, 
components  for  mob i le  communicat  
Key to  the i r  surv iva l  is how we l l  the  ' , 
GaAs-on ly  ch ip  compan ies  are embr  
complementary  techno log ies  and th, , : 
assuming  more  o f the  product ion  ta  " ;, 
the  handset  OEMs.  
looth issue! 
To mainta in  the  lead ing  edge in the  
ery  o f  in fo rmat ion  on  the  compouno 
indust ry ,  changes  are a foot  for  I l l -V :  
Review.  This is t ime ly  and  ent i re ly  in . . . .  
ing w i th  the  magaz ine  hav ing  jus t  p; :- 
that  most  ausp ic ious  o f  mi les tones ,  
looth  issue! 
Most  impor tant ly ,  the  respons ib i l i ty  " 
second loo  wi l l  be in the  capab le  h~ , , 
our  new ed i tor ,  Gal l  Purv is .  A name ::~ 
o f  our  readers  wi l l  a l ready  know,  ou, ' T 
lady  ed i to r  w i l l  be br ing ing  a wea l th  
semiconductor  repor t ing  and  pub l i s  
ski l ls  to  the  magaz ine  in what  cou ld  , 
out  to  be a cruc ia l  year.  We w ish  he~ ~ =' 
you  the  readers ,  all the  very  best  fo~ t~ 
New Year, 2o03 
Roy Szweda, Associate Editor 
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